
Functions of Operating System 

The operating system (OS) serves as the backbone of a computer system, managing both 

hardware and software resources. Its functions include: 

1. Resource Management 

The OS is like a sophisticated manager that ensures optimal use of hardware resources. Here's 

how it functions: 

 CPU Management: The OS schedules processes to use the CPU efficiently using 

techniques like multitasking and multiprocessing. It employs algorithms like Round 

Robin, Priority Scheduling, or First Come First Serve to allocate CPU time. 

 Memory Management: The OS tracks the use of RAM and allocates memory to 

applications as needed. It employs techniques like paging and segmentation to optimize 

memory usage and prevent conflicts. 

 Storage Management: The OS controls access to storage devices and manages how 

data is stored and retrieved from the disk. It organizes data into files and directories and 

ensures proper functioning of file systems like NTFS, FAT32, or ext4. 

2. User Interface 

The User Interface allows users to interact with the computer without worrying about the 

underlying complexity. There are two main types: 

 Graphical User Interface (GUI): A user-friendly interface with graphical elements 

like icons, buttons, and windows (e.g., Windows and macOS interfaces). 

 Command Line Interface (CLI): A text-based interface where users enter commands 

directly. While less visually appealing, it offers more flexibility for advanced users. 

3. File Management 

The OS ensures files and directories are organized efficiently and securely: 

 File Systems: It supports different file systems like FAT, NTFS, ext4, etc., each 

designed for specific purposes and devices. 



 File Operations: The OS handles creation, deletion, renaming, reading, and writing of 

files. 

 Permissions: It assigns read, write, and execute permissions to protect data from 

unauthorized access. 

 Backup and Recovery: Many operating systems include utilities for backing up data 

and recovering lost files. 

4. Device Management 

Peripheral devices like printers, keyboards, and hard drives are managed by the OS through 

device drivers: 

 Driver Functionality: Drivers act as intermediaries between hardware and the OS, 

translating hardware-specific commands into standard ones the OS can process. 

 Device Sharing: If multiple applications require the same device (e.g., printer), the OS 

ensures seamless sharing without conflicts. 

5. Process and Task Management 

This function enables multitasking by managing processes and threads efficiently: 

 Process Scheduling: The OS uses scheduling algorithms to allocate CPU time among 

processes. Techniques include preemptive and non-preemptive scheduling. 

 Thread Management: Threads are smaller units of execution within a process. The 

OS ensures efficient execution of threads, especially in multicore processors. 

 Deadlock Prevention: When multiple processes compete for resources, deadlocks can 

occur. The OS implements strategies to detect and prevent such scenarios. 

6. Security 

The OS is equipped with features to safeguard user data and system resources: 

 Authentication: Verifies user identity using passwords, PINs, biometric data, etc. 

 Access Control: Restricts access to files, applications, and resources based on user 

permissions. 



 Data Encryption: Protects sensitive data by encoding it, ensuring that only authorized 

users can decode it. 

 Firewall and Antivirus: Many OSs include built-in tools to protect against malicious 

software and unauthorized network access. 

7. Application Support 

The OS provides a platform for software applications to run: 

 API (Application Programming Interface): A set of routines and tools that 

developers use to create applications compatible with the OS. 

 Compatibility: The OS ensures that software written for its environment works 

smoothly without requiring direct interaction with hardware. 

8. Networking 

Modern OSs manage networking to facilitate communication between devices: 

 Protocol Support: The OS handles protocols like TCP/IP to enable internet 

connectivity and data exchange. 

 Address Management: Assigns and manages IP addresses for devices in a network. 

 Network Security: Provides features like encryption, firewalls, and VPNs to protect 

data during transmission. 

9. Error Detection and Handling 

The OS continuously monitors the system for errors and resolves them to prevent crashes or 

data loss: 

 Error Logs: Maintains logs to help diagnose issues. 

 Recovery Mechanisms: Restores systems to a stable state after errors occur. 

 


